The second way to say something in the past is called the Present Perfect (conversational past)

In this case, you must use a helping verb  (haben , sein ) and a past participle.  

*To form past participles of weak verbs you normally add ge to the front and a t to the back.






Example:   gemacht.

There are a few other tricks.

1. anmachen____________________



2. studieren_____________________

* To form past participles of strong verbs, you simply have to memorize how they change.






Example:  gegangen, geflogen, gewesen

haben is the helping verb for most verbs.  Sein is the helping verb when the verb is a motion verb indicating movement from one place to another, or it indicates a change in state (living to dead, poor to rich)…most likely involving the verb werden (geworden)- to become  and of gewesen (past participle of sein)



Ich habe das gemacht.



Ich bin nach Deutschland geflogen.

This is the tense most used when Germans speak.

1) I have learned German.

2) I have driven to Atlanta.  (fahren)

3) Have you seen him?

4) I have heard the story.  (die Geschichte)

5) Have you built the house?

6) We have become old.  

