Deutsch I

Determining Gender in German Nouns

All German words are divided into one of three genders



der words are masculine



die words are feminine



das words are neuter

You must normally memorize the gender of each noun….but if you have to guess….use the tips below.

Masculine Nouns (der words)

· days of the week, months and seasons, points of the compass

· male beings

· words ends in ig, ling, ich, us, ismus, ast, er, en, ner
· weather related terms (Regen, Sturm, etc...)

· names of rocks and minerals, mountains and lakes
· names of alcoholic drinks 

· names of cars and trains
Feminine Nouns (die words)

· 90% of words that end in e

· female beings

· words ends in ung, heit, keit, tät, ei, ie, schaft, in, tion, ik
· numbers

Neuter Nouns (das words)

· words end in chen or lein
· letters

· countries / cities

· words end in it, ment, um, icht, tum, tel, nis, sal, o
· 90% of words that begin with ge
· chemical agents, young animals & people
· most metals

· fractions
