Inseparable Prefix Verbs in German

Deutsch II

Inseparable Prefix Verbs
There are verbs in English that are constructed and used much like German inseparable-prefix verbs: contend, extend, pretend, and intend are all based on the verb "tend." A similar example in German is the verb finden (find). By adding various inseparable prefixes, German alters the meaning of finden to create new meanings: sich befinden (be located), empfinden (feel), or erfinden (invent). As you can see, many common German verbs are inseparable-prefix verbs.

German verbs with inseparable prefixes do not add the normal past participle prefix ge- in the perfect tenses. Examples: bekommen (to get) hat/hatte bekommen; erwarten (to expect, await) hat/hatte erwartet; verstehen (to understand) hat/hatte verstanden. 

Prefix 


Meanings
*  be


makes verb take a direct object

*  emp


sense / receive

*  ent


away from / like English dis or de

*  er


fatal / like English re

*  ge


?

*  miss


like English mis

*  ver


bad / out / lose / like English for

*  voll


full / complete

*  zer


collapse / shatter / shred

Examples of Inseparable Verbs

befolgen

befreunden

begegnen

bekommen 

bemerken

empfangen

empfehlen

entdecken

entkommen

ertrinken

erschiessen

erholen

erkennen

gestehen

gebrauchen

missbrauchen

missverstehen

misstrauen

verderben

verschlafen

verdrängen

vergeben

verlieren

verlassen

verbieten

vollenden

zerbrechen

zerreissen

