“One Teacher’s Perspectives on launching a Website”


As a teacher, I confess to never being satisfied.  That it to say, that I am constantly looking for ways to improve both the quality of what I teach and the methods I use to do so.  The Germans have a saying, “Man lernt nie aus!”, translated this means “one never stops learning”.  As teachers, we must always be looking for ways to innovate and use the environment around us in order to enhance our teaching.  Many of us do this instinctively as we love what we do and therefore, we are always looking for that new piece that we can add or how to make something even more effective and fun.

Last year, I took a leap and constructed a website for my German program in Spalding County Georgia and it has proven to be one of the best tools I have ever had at my disposal.  I had been surfing the web, like most teachers, looking for information to help me in my class.  Sometimes I would be looking for specific items and at other times, I would be looking for general links related to German that I could use in my classroom.  Technology frustrated me and quite frankly, I found our school website cumbersome and hard to keep up to date with all the great information that I was finding on the web.  I still believed that website building was the domain of the computer wizards and that technology challenged individuals, such as myself, would need a staff of Geeksquad members on call to do what I envisioned doing.  I dismissed the idea at first because I was fearful of the amount of time I would have to invest in such an undertaking.  I am writing this article to tell you all that I was happily very wrong.

In the spring of 2007, I went to my local Office Depot store and began browsing their software section, as I tend to like computer games, this was not unusual for me.  I saw a lonely box marked down 50% that read as follows;  “Everything you need to build, host and market a personal or professional website”.  Curious, I read the back cover which went on to say, “Web.com Site Builder is an all-in-one solution that helps you create a website – no design or technical experience needed!”.  Needless to say, I thought this might be just the thing I was looking for.  I bought the software for $50.00, took it home and loaded it on my computer.  

Before I go further, let me provide you a little background on my technology skills.  Like many teachers in Georgia, I was inducted into technology through the famous (or infamous) State mandated In-Tech course.  That was when I first encountered Powerpoint and began to really understand how I could use technology with what I was doing in my classroom.  Over the years, I became very familiar with the use of Powerpoint technology and started having my students create Powerpoints on famous German Americans or on themselves in German.  When I was in High school, the latest computer was an Apple IIe and the only game I played on it was the Oregon Trail.  Therefore, I thought I was doing quite well with my two weeks a year in the computer lab working on our Powerpoint projects.  I even gradually began to know more than the students and I became able to troubleshoot for them when they had difficulties.

Now, where was I?  Oh, the website.  Once I had navigated through the standard installment procedures, I was propelled into a website building wizard.  The first choice I faced was what website template to use.  I navigated through a series of several more questions and at first I created a single page.  The program was very easy for me to navigate because it was essentially a Website Powerpoint.  I proceeded to Google, where I located a few free animated pictures, uploaded these and within minutes a website for the German Program was born.  I pressed the “publish to the web” button and said a prayer in German.   

Now, twelve months later, the site has expanded to include several pages.  I have pages for different classes, our exchange program with Sachsen-Anhalt Germany and even a page on how you to can build your own website.  I have a page for parents, fellow teachers, and a document archive’s page where I have uploaded documents that I have used in my class.  Before I published the site, I informed my County’s technical director of what I was doing and why and with her blessing, I launched the site.  It has proven to be both manageable and adaptable to my time and money constraints and has enabled our program to have a visibility beyond the doors of our school.  My administration is also very supportive and enthusiastic, as it has brought positive feedback from parents, students and the community.  I strongly encourage you to consider embarking on creating a website for your Foreign Language Program.  I encourage you to apply the same level of professionalism to your website that you do in your classroom.  Never forget, the world will see you.  Below, I have listed some of the ways that having a website has helped our program.  Please feel free to contact me for advice.  After all, I’m easy to find at www.germanforspalding.org

Reasons why you should start a website for your Foreign Language Program?
· Increased Accessibility for community, teachers, parents and students (Can update from anywhere at anytime, increased transparency of programs for parents, a window into your classroom)

· Fundraising (raising funds from sources at the county, state and international level)

· Enhance Teaching (done through a variety of methods)

· Promotion of Program (can't overstate this one!)

· Promote and Reward good work (You have a billboard for the world to see)

· Display Student work (improves quality of work)

· Sharing your work with the world (Help others with your success / don't be afraid to make mistakes / collectively you will be stronger) - overcoming geographical / physical barriers - interconnectivity with other teachers in your field, greater articulation between the grade levels Kindergarten - College)

· Make up work easier / elimination of excuses (Students and Parents have access to work done in class - your not constantly having to produce papers...instead students can download it from home...email you with questions...bring it in the next day)

· Promote Clubs & Organizations (Good place to announce German Club information...meeting times / upcoming events / reminders)

· Pen Pals (expanding the bridge between you and the target country)

· Control of Content & real time updates (You have total access and control...easier to keep up to date...no dependence on a third party)

· Encouragement for yourself and others  (It is encouraging to see how many are getting helped by your work...guestbook - a place of positive notes)

· Easy to create and maintain (It is so easy with today's software developments)

· Your own internet Hub (You can establish a web site hub for a jumping off point for webquest and sitequest. You can centralize the location of important links and this leads to easier navigation of the internet...you guide students to helpful information)

· uploading videos, sound files, Powerpoints and documents (the capability to share what you are doing with the world / reaching out through a variety of instructional enhancements)

· Flexibility - (limited only by your creativity - hard to forsee all the uses....adaptable to your changing life.

· Intangibles (Appearance to stakeholders, point of contact for former students, positive feelings from administration)

· Foreign Language Promotion on a broader scale and selected issues (instantly raise understanding of key issues and notify parents, students and teachers of political initiatives.)

· An easy way to share news and information (A central location for information about your program and what you are doing....getting the word out)

· Professional Development - developing 21st century skills for teachers....becoming connected with the world in which students live....teachers seen as forward looking...positive feelings on behalf of the students)

· Low Cost to set up and maintain (Now more than ever....domains cost you about $15.00....programs $50.00 and up.....growing market of service providers)

