Relative Pronouns Explanation

"der relativsatz "

Name______________________
Stunde__________________

Relative Clauses in English. 

Relative clauses contain at least a subject and a verb and are used to modify nouns, pronouns, or sometimes whole phrases. A relative pronoun establishes the link to what is being modified (which is called the "antecedent"). In English, "who," "that," and "which" are the most common relative pronouns: 

· "I know an old lady who swallowed a fly." 

· "He told a joke that we had already heard 100 times."

Relative Clauses in German. 

German relative clauses perform the same function as in English, but there are differences in form:
The relative pronouns reflect gender, number, and case. The antecedent determines gender and number, while the relative pronoun's function in the dependent clause determines the case.

Consider these two sentences


Ich sehe den Mann.   

Du hast dem Mann die Kamera gegeben
When you are combining these sentences using a relative pronoun....it looks like this...


Ich sehe den Mann, dem du die Kamera gegeben hast.

Notice: 
1st = dem (which represents the man) stays in the dative case



2nd = hast (which is the 1st verb)  jumped to the end

Now you combine these sentences:


1)  Ich brauche einen Wagen.

Ich kann den Wagen leisten.


     ( I need a car)


(I can afford the car)
________________________________________________________________________


2)  Ich werde die Frau sehen.  
Du hast mit der Frau gesprochen.


     (I will see the lady)

(You have spoken with the lady)
________________________________________________________________________


3)  Das ist meine Schwester.  
     Du sollst meiner Schwester die Blume geben.
________________________________________________________________________

The Relative Pronouns 

	
	Masculine 
	Feminine 
	Neuter 
	Plural 

	Nominative 
	der 
	die 
	das 
	die 

	Accusative 
	den 
	die 
	das 
	die 

	Dative 
	dem 
	der 
	dem 
	denen 


Fill in the correct Relative Pronoun.  (Figure out what case the relative pronoun is in)

1) Das ist der Mann, ________ wir gestern gesehen haben.


(That is the man, that we have seen yesterday)
2) Das ist der Mann, mit _______ sie gegangen ist.


(That is the man with whom she has gone.)
3) Das ist der Mann, ________ wir es gegeben haben.


(That is the man, that we have given it to)
4) Das ist der Mann, ________ zu alt ist.

(That is the man, that is too old)

5) Das ist die Frau, ________ ich gesehen habe.

(That is the lady, that I have seen)

6) Das ist die Frau, mit ________ ich gesprochen habe.

(That is the lady with whom I have spoken)

7) Das ist die Frau, _______ ich das Geld gegeben habe.

(That is the lady, that I have given the money to)

8) Wo ist die Frau, _______ gestern hier war?

Where is the lady, that was here yesterday?

9) Wann kommt die Flut, _____ mich mit fort nimmt?

(When comes the flood, that will take me away?)

     10)  Kennst du die Frau, mit _______ er ausgeht?

(Do you know the lady, with whom he is going out?)

