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What will we do this year in German III/IV?
German 3/4 focuses on the continued development of communicative skills in the target language and the understanding of the culture(s) of the people who speak the language.  Students use basic language structures with accuracy and re-use prior knowledge in order to express increasingly more complex thoughts.  Students are exposed to more complex features of the language, including thematic vocabulary and linguistic structures.  Students will demonstrate what they have acquired through a variety of assessments.

III/IV Topics (for a more complete list visit www.germanforspalding.org - Deutsch III/IV page)

Geography and Map Skills
Travel and Transportation
Communities
Fashion

Shopping
Leisure
Health and Fitness
Medical and Dental Issues
Survival Skills
Relationships

Career and Business
Future Plans and Expectations
Pop and Historical Culture
Media and Technology

My Expectations of You:  I expect each student to always try his or her best; attend class regularly and be on time; have all necessary materials in class; complete homework and class work; contribute positively to the class atmosphere; be respectful and polite to me and fellow students; follow the guidelines listed on this sheet; communicate with me if there is a problem; and follow school policies as described in the student handbook.
You Should Expect the Following From Me:  I will teach to the best of my knowledge and ability; treat you in a professional manner; use my creativity to make this class an opportunity for you to learn well; create a positive environment for your learning; be respectful and polite to students; be available for help outside of class; and communicate with you and your parents/guardians.
Materials:
1 three ring binder, a good German/English Dictionary, Photocopies (Each student will be provided one copy of needed materials.  If this is lost, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain another copy.)
 (Please see me privately if you have trouble acquiring any of these items.)
Grade Distribution
Participation 15%
Quizzes 20%
Oral Assignments / Projects 25%
Homework / Classwork   20%
Final Exam 20%
Participation:			15% of semester grade
Participation is essential for student success and you  are expected to participate in class every day.  Refusing to participate in class activities will have the result of lowering of your participation grade.  The participation grade will be assessed weekly.  Participation may be as simple as attempting to answer a question in class to group activities as assigned.
Quizzes			20% of semester grade  
Learning a language is a skill that gets better the more you practice.  You can’t practice only on the night before the test and expect to improve your skills.  You can’t just memorize the play book and expect to be your team’s star athlete!  It takes PRACTICE!!  We will have quizzes at regular intervals throughout the year.  I will always give you a practice Quiz so that you are aware of what you will be responsible for and we will go over it together prior to the day of the quiz.  
Oral Assignments / Projects	25% of semester grade
This is a very important part of your grade.  Oral assignments will be those assignments that require you to communicate in the language.  Oral assignments will be graded on a rubric (basically, a chart that tells you the criteria upon which you will be graded) and can take the form of teacher - student conversations, student - student conversations, reciting poems and skits.  It essentially involves any activity that requires the student to speak in the Foreign language.
From time to time, you will be asked to complete various projects for this class.  Some will be class projects that require each individual to complete a part of and some will be individual projects.  These projects can take many forms.  
Homework & Class work	20% of semester grade
Your notebook is part of your textbook. In it, you will record your daily bellringer activities, your classwork, your notes and your vocabulary.  Take it home and go over the day’s lesson for 10 to 15 minutes each night.  By doing this, you will be more prepared for class the next day.  From time to time, I may collect classwork at the end of the period, or I may do a notebook check for the week.  Homework assignments may be assigned periodically, unless otherwise stated, these will be due the following day of class.
If you have an excused absence, see me for information regarding missed class work.
Final				20% of semester grade
Your notebook is part of your textbook. In it, you will record your daily bellringer activities, your classwork, your notes and your vocabulary.  Take it home and go over the day’s lesson for 10 to 15 minutes each night.  By doing this, you will be more prepared for class the next day.  From time to time, I may collect classwork at the end of the period, or I may do a notebook check for the week.  Homework assignments may be assigned periodically, unless otherwise stated, these will be due the following day of class.
Make-Up Work:  When absent, the student is responsible for getting missed assignments.  If the student does not make up missed work, he/she will receive a zero (0) on all missing assignments.  Students will have one (1) week after returning to school to make up missed assignments.  Tests and quizzes may be made up Tuesday or Thursday mornings before school.
Tardy Policy:   It is your responsibility to arrive to class on time.  If you are not in the classroom when the tardy bell rings, you will be considered tardy.  The consequences for tardiness are as follows:
1st tardy: The tardy will be recorded and the student will be warned.
2nd tardy: The tardy will be recorded and the students will be warned.
3rd tardy: The student will receive a 20 minute detention.
4th tardy: The student will receive a 30 minute detention.
5th tardy:  The student will receive an administrative referral.

Excused Absences:  *I am happy to help you catch up after an absence if you make an appointment to see me after school.  Please give me at least one day’s notice if possible.  *Class time will not be used for this purpose.  *YOU are responsible for all material covered during your absence.   *You will be given the same amount of time to complete make-up work as the other students have had to complete the same assignment. For example: If you have been absent on the day a class project has been assigned and three days have been given to complete the project, absent students will receive three days to complete the project as well.

Unexcused absences:
You will receive a zero for any work assigned or collected that day as well as for any quizzes or tests.  You will also lose an equivalent percentage of participation points.  

Food & Drink: 
They are not allowed with the exception of water bottles. Eating and drinking in class is distracting to me and other students, causes a mess in the room, and attracts insects.  We will occasionally enjoy some authentic German cuisine in class to satisfy your cravings!   

Translators:
Online translators are prevalent in today's world.  I don't mind students using these as a resource for words  (much like a dictionary or thesaurus).  However, Students should not rely on these to complete whole assignments and should always check them against their own knowledge.  They are notoriously bad at grammar and often use words in the wrong context.  If it is discovered that you used a translator to do your entire assignment, it will be treated as plagiarism and the punishment will be a grade of 0 for the assignment.

I understand and agree to abide by the policies and procedures as they are outlined in the course syllabus.
						Student signature _________________ Date
						Parent signature __________________  Date
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