Deutsch 
“The Wave”

Discussion Questions

Pick 5 of the questions below and answer each with a paragraph answer.  Everyone must answer Question 22.  Indicate one of the five answers you give that you would be willing to share in class.  Mail your answer as a word doc to me.

1) What was good about “The Wave” that made people want to join it?  

2) In their first discussion about the Holocaust, Laurie said she did not believe the 

the excuse “ We were only following orders and we would have been killed ourselves if we hadn’t”.  What do you think?  Do you believe that all people are responsible for their own actions?    

3) STRENGTH THROUGH DISCIPLINE….. Is Mr. Ross right….does it take 

discipline to be successful at something?

4) Are people easily led?  Do they want to be disciplined?

5) How did this experiment affect Mr. Ross?  What was the lesson about power?

6) STRENGTH THROUGH COMMUNITY….What kind of community was it?  

7) How did the introduction of the membership cards change things?  

8) Mr. Ross said “through hard work and allegiance to each other you will learn 

Faster and accomplish more” ….”You are not competing with each other, you are working together for a common cause”.  Is competition a good thing?

9) Who would be most attracted to the wave movement?  How do you explain the 

Change in Robert?

10) Although Ben Ross noticed an improvement in the way students were prepared 

for class, he also noticed that the preparation involved less thinking, less analysis,

no questioning.  How do you explain this?

11) In what way did “The Wave” take on a life of its own?  What about the orders 

that were given?  Orders that Mr. Ross never gave.

12) At what point do you think “the Wave” became dangerous?

13) Do you think people instinctively look for a leader?  Do people think for themselves all the time?

14) What role did fear play in the Wave?

15) Do you think the wave was responsible for the fights at school?

16) In your mind, where is the balance between the rights of the individual and the rights of the group?

17) The Nazis were a small minority of the total population of Germany…How is it then that they were so successful?  

18) What would have been the danger of Mr. Ross ending the wave early?

19) When news of the first concentration camps filtered out, why do you think people didn’t flee or get away?

20) How do you think most of the students responded when they saw Hitler on the screen in the final chapter?

21) What do you think Mr. Ross talked to Robert Billings about at the end of the book?

22) Do you think what happened in Nazi Germany could ever happen in the USA? 

Why or why not?

23)  The Wave used many symbols (salute / picture) as do many groups.   What was the significance of the Wave and the salute?  Why do groups need symbols?  If you were starting a group...what symbol would you use and why?

24)  The White Rose Movement was an anti-Nazi movement that began with Sophie Scholl and her brother.  (Both of whom were killed for their attempt to stand up to Hitler)  How does their story compare with Laurie and David in the book and film?  

25)  After reading the book (and film), Do you have a better understanding of how someone like Hitler can rise to power?  Do you feel like it gave you insight into what Germans must have felt during the growth of the Nazi party?

26)  Do we all want to fit in?  Do we always question what we do and everything we are involved in?  Do you think we all have a quality within us that is looking for an excuse to act in a way we would not normally?  (looting when there is a breakdown in order for example)  

27)  How does what happened in “the Wave” relate to gangs or mob mentality.  Why do people become involved in these groups?  How is being in a gang like being a member of the Wave?

28)  What roll does the press play in a free society?  Why is it always one of the first victims of a dictator or an authoritarian government?  What roll did the Grapevine school newspaper play in the wave?  Are their limits to the Press?

29)  Did Mr. Ross accomplish his goals of showing to the students what life in Nazi Germany must have been like?  How?

30)  Every movement begins small....Can a movement start off good and yet have a negative end?  What movements in history have been positive in your opinion?  How do you judge between them?
31)  When is equality good and when is it bad?  How do you balance the notion of everyone being equal with a competitive society such as a democracy.

