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	Verbs
	Noun Phrase
	Syntax / Sentence Structure
	Vocabulary

	A
	Subject Verb agreement is correct 95% of the time.  Consistent Verb tense is used throughout.  Basic errors in subject-verb agreement or present-tense conjugation are very rare.
	Gender of Nouns is correct a majority of the time.  Nouns are correctly declined according to their case most of the time.  Errors are made, but they do not seem to reflect serious flaws in the understanding of the system.
	Sentence structure and word order reflect sound command of all the major rules of word order, though there may still be scattered errors.  Sentences are of appropriate length and complexity for the context and subject.
	Word choices are consistently correct, understandable, and generally appropriate to the stylistic context.  Adjective endings are consistently applied, though occasional errors may be evident.

	B
	The standards for “A” are achieved most of the time, but with insufficient consistency for an “A”; or most of the standards for “A” are consistently achieved, but one or two of the standards are NOT consistently achieved. Basic errors in subject-verb agreement or present-tense conjugation are still very rare.
	Declension of noun-phrase elements for gender, number, and case is correct more often than not. Errors may be fairly frequent, reflecting incomplete control of German gender, the case system, the formation of plurals, and the systems of endings. However, the errors are consistent with a generally sound, although flawed or incomplete control of these systems.
	All the major rules of word order appear to be understood, though there may be numerous errors. Interference from English may be evident, but not to the extent that the rules of German appear not to be fully understood or accepted. At least some sentences are reasonably long and complex, if that is appropriate in the stylistic context.
	Word choices are generally correct, understandable, and generally appropriate to the stylistic context. There may be numerous cases where the word choice is not ideal, including occasional Anglicisms and awkward translations, but the writing would generally be understandable by a native speaker who is not used to the writing of non-natives.

	C
	Most of the standards for “A” are not achieved consistently. Errors may include some problems with subject-verb agreement or present-tense conjugation.
	Declension of noun-phrase elements for gender, number, and case is frequently incorrect. The number and type of errors seems to reflect fundamental problems with German gender, the case system, the formation of plurals, and the systems of endings.
	Errors are so numerous as to make it appear that one or more major rules of word order are not fully understood or accepted. Interference from English structures may be widespread.
	Word choice is frequently incorrect, difficult to understand, or inappropriate to the stylistic context. Anglicisms and awkward translations interfere with understanding. Some passages might not be easily understood by a native speaker who is not used to the writing of non-natives.

	D
	Errors with verbs are wide-spread and/ or systemic. Many errors in basic conjugation and agreement.
	Declension of noun-phrase elements appears generally random.
	Errors with structure and word order are wide-spread and/or systemic.
	Problems with word choice are widespread and systemic. Many passages would be incomprehensible to a native speaker who is not used to the writing of non-natives.


Grading rubric for writing in German

Marks used in grading 
V-tense (wrong tense)
V-tense formation
V-conjugation
V-haben/sein choice
V-agreement (meaning, subject-verb agreement; the conjugation is correctly formed but incorrect as to person or number)
V-passive (all problems with use and formation of passive)
V-subjunctive (all problems with use and formation of subjunctive)
V-indirect discourse

(N stands for all noun phrase elements -- articles, adjectives, pronouns, nouns)
N-gender
N-number 
N-case 
N-endings (errors with endings that are not easily attributable to case, number, or gender errors) 
N-rel pn (all problems with relative pronouns) 
N-unclear pronoun reference 
S=Syntax / Sentence Structure 
S- V2 (the verb should be the second sentence element but is not) 
S-Middle (problems with the order of elements in the middle of the sentence) 
S-subord (problems with subordinate clause structure: usually, verb not last) 
S-unclear structure 
S-need to debracket 
S-too much debracketing 
S-negation (nicht vs kein, etc.) 
S-nicht (meaning, errors with the position of nicht) 
S-phrasing (need to keep together what belongs together) 
S-article (have no article and need one, or have article and don’t need it) 
R = Rechtschreibung (spelling) 
I=Interpunktion (punctuation) 
W=Wortschatz 
W-ww (wrong word) 
W-Anglicism 
W-idiom (a variety of problems under this label) 
W-register problem (too formal, too informal) 
W-good use of synonyms 
W-unclear 

